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Historic Preservation Grant for Keokuk (Iowa) Union 
Depot Restoration  
By Janet Smith, President, Keokuk Union Depot Foundation. Annotated Photos by Neal Vogel, Principal of 
Restoric, LLC. 

Keokuk Union Depot Foundation Receives $50,000 Historic Preservation Grant 

The Keokuk Union Depot Foundation has received a $50,000 grant toward restoration of the exterior 
masonry of the Depot’s waiting room section. The Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs announced this 
award as one of ten historic preservation grants awarded for fiscal year 2023 through the State 
Historical Society of Iowa’s Historical Resource Development Program (“HRDP”). 

The estimated $258,000 project addresses structural issues and will return the exterior masonry to 
the original color scheme of the 1891 Keokuk Union Depot designed by the renowned Chicago 
architectural firm Burnham & Root. 

All sandstone windowsills and water table capstones will be restored or replaced. The deteriorated 
below-grade sandstone mudsill will be replaced with more durable and less porous reddish-brown 
granite and damp-proof flashing to stop rising damp and preserve the brick water table walls. The 
brick walls will be repointed or reconstructed where necessary and cleaned. The decorative terra 
cotta floral lintels surrounding several doors and windows will be restored and cleaned. 

 
BRICK WATER TABLE WALL REPAIRS – To stop rising damp and damage to the 
walls, preservation work includes repointing, reconstructing, restoring and cleaning. 

The HRDP waiting room exterior masonry project is a component of the 2020 Jeffris Family 
Foundation Challenge Grant Capital Campaign which will also restore the trackside canopy, 
reconstruct the original marble and tile waiting room floor, restore deteriorated interior waiting room 
masonry, install period lighting, and improve restroom facilities. Donations through June 30, 2023, to 
KUDF, P.O. Box 463, Keokuk, IA 52632 do qualify to earn the $275,000 Jeffris match toward the 
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$825,000 capital campaign. Through July 2022, approximately two hundred donors have contributed 
a total of $310,178 toward the $550,000 matching funds required to earn the Jeffris grant. 

 
SANDSTONE WINDOW SILL RESTORATION – Preservation work still needed 
includes repointing, reconstructing, restoring and cleaning. 

The waiting room exterior masonry project will be done in parallel with the similar exterior masonry 
restoration project on the Depot’s central tower section that is the subject of a 2021 Rural Heritage 
Revitalization grant awarded to the City of Keokuk through the National Park Service and 
administered by the State Historical Society of Iowa. Once both projects are completed, two-thirds of 
the Depot’s exterior masonry will be restored. 

Editor’s Note – Share Your Seasonal Rail Tales 
By VALLI HOSKI, Editor NRHS News, Harrisburg Chapter, NRHS  

Why a ‘supplement’ issue? This issue provides you with biographies of candidates for the 
upcoming election of Advisory Council officers at the Fall Conference in Springdale, Arkansas.  
Special request for fall excursion photos and articles, and holiday train stories. 
Autumn and the holiday season are coming soon. Please share your chapter’s fall activities, 
programs and ‘leaf peeper’ excursion. Then as we get into the spirit of the December holidays, please 
help decorate the News with your stories, memories and photos of festive model trains, snowy winter 
trains, Santa and other holiday trains of your chapter or local museums.  
Live well, be healthy, and watch for deer. Best regards, Val. 
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